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 BULLETIN  
 

OF THE 
 

BRITISH ORNITHOLOGISTS' CLUB. 
 

No. CCXLIII. 

 
The two-hundred-and-fortieth Meeting of the Club was held at Pagani's Restaurant, 42-48 Great 
Portland Street, 42-48 Great Portland Street, W., on Wednesday, May 14th, 1919. 
 

Chairman: William L. Sclater, M.A. 
 
Members present: E.C. Arnold; E.C. Stuart Baker; D.A. Bannerman (Hon. Secretary); G.K. Baynes; C. 
Borrer ; H.D. Bradford; P.F. Bunyard; C. Chubb; A. Ezra; Dr. E. Hartert; G.C. Lambert; Dr. H. Langton; 
C.W. Mackworth-Praed; H. Munt; H.R. Munt; T.H. Newman; M.J. Nicoll; C. Oldham; Col. R.E. Wardlaw 
Ramsay; C.B. Rickett; Lord Rothschild; D. Seth-Smith (Editor); E. Fraser Stanford; C.G. Talbot-
Ponsonby; S.L. Whymper; J. Wilkinson; H.F. Witherby; W.H. Workman. 
 
Guests: A.H. Borrer; Col. Delmé-Radcliff; C.L. Fagan; H.G. Hole; C.B. Horsbrugh. 
 
Lord Rothschild described a new subspecies of Ostrich, and made the following remarks : 
 
The fact that Ostriches inhabited the Syrian Desert and Arabia has been known for a long time - in 
fact, there are several passages in the Bible relating to this bird. Some years ago, Mr. J. Aharoni 
received a number of Ostrich eggs from his Arab hunters from the Syrian Desert, and sent them to 
Tring. These eggs agree with those of the North-African Ostrich in being smooth and not pitted, but 
are much smaller and more highly polished than those of that bird. I at once urged Aharoni to 
procure for me some adult Syrian Ostriches. He managed to procure a pair of nearly full-grown young 
ones alive, and as soon as they were fully adult he skinned them and sent them to me. 
 
These birds agree with the so-called Struthio camelus Linn. in having the neck and legs light red, and 
they have the black and white (♂) and brown (♀) plumage peculiar to all Ostriches; but they are 
distinctly smaller. The bill, though not much shorter, is much narrower, while the tarsus and tail are 
distinctly shorter. They have the same naked shield on the head as in S. camelus, but not a horny 
shield as in S. molyhdophanes. 
 
The measurements, as compared with an adult female from Northern Nigeria, are as follows: 
 

 ♂ Syrian Desert. ♀ Syrian Desert. ♀ Nigeria. 

Tarsus 400 mm 400 mm 530 mm 

Bill from gape 132 mm 111 mm 140 mm 

From front of skull 75 mm 65 mm 83 mm 

Tail 330 mm 440 mm 540 mm 

 
Two eggs measure 144 x 112 mm. and 143 x 112 mm. and are more highly polished than those of the 
North African Ostrich. 13 eggs of the latter are as follows: 175 x 128; 175 x 126; 153 x 127; 153 x 127; 
153 x 125; 153 x 132; 153 x 120; 145 x 122; 3 eggs Algeria (Wed Rhin =? Oued Rhir), H.B. Tristram, 
152 x 128; 142 x 121; 142 x 125; 2 eggs, Tebba, Niger, 155 x 130; 152 x 130. 
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Though some of the eggs in this series are even shorter than the Syrian eggs, their great thickness 
makes their cubic contents still considerably larger. 
 
In the ‘Systerna Naturae’, edit. 10, 1758, Linnaeus says of his Struthio camelus, “Habitat in Syria, 
Arabia, Lybia, Africa.” Therefore, as Syria is placed first, according to modern nomenclatorial ideas, 
the Syrian Ostrich should be the typical Struthio camelus of Linnaeus. However, Linnaeus does not 
appear to have described his Ostrich from any given locality and, moreover, all the authors whom he 
quotes, viz., Aldrovandus, Dodart, Seba, Willoughby, and Ray, can only have seen specimens from 
North Africa. On account of this doubt, I therefore think it advisable to continue to call the North 
African Ostrich Struthio camelus Linn., and give a new name to the Syrian bird. 
 
I therefore name this form 

Struthio camelus syriacus, subsp. nov. 
 
Type, Syrian Desert (J. Aharoni Coll.), in the Tring Museum. 
 
I exhibit eggs of Struthio camelus camelus Linn., S. camelus syriacus Rothsch., S. australis Gurney, and 
S. massaicus Neum. 
 
The following is a key to the males of the five known forms of Ostriches: 

1. Neck and legs red 2. 

Neck and legs leaden blue 4. 

2. Head on top hairy, size large S. massaicus 

Head with naked shield 3. 

3. Size larger S. camelus camelus 

Size smaller S. camelus syriacus 

4. Size larger, top of head hairy; red on front of tarsus reaching well in to 
larger toe 

S. australis 

Size smaller ; top of head with horny shield; red on front of tarsus only 
reaching end of tarsus 

S. molyhdophanes 

 
Key to eggs: 

1 Eggs smooth, not pitted 2. 

Eggs pitted 3. 

2 Eggs larger, not so highly polished S. camelus camelus 

Eggs smaller, highly polished S. camelus syriacus 

3 Eggs closely pitted, pits smaller S. australis 

Eggs closely pitted, pits large S. molyhdophanes 

Eggs with pitting more scattered, pits large S. massaicus 
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BULLETIN 

OP TBB 

BRITISH ORN ITH OLOGISTS' CLUB. 

No. CCXLIII. 

To~~: two-hundrecl-aud-fortieth ~feeting of the Clnb wns lo<·l•l 
at Pagani's Restaurant, 42-48 Great Portl:uul Street, W ., 
on Wednesday, May 14th, 1919. 

Chairman : 'V ILLtAM L. ScLATER, M.A. 

Mntl6tr8 pre8ent :-E. C. ARNOLD; E. C. STUART DAUK; 
D. A. BANNERMAN (Bon. Secrdary) ; G. K. DAY !liES; C. 
Bonn; H. D. BaADPOBD; P. F. BuNYARD; C. CnuBB; 
A. Eru; Dr. E. H~RTEttT; G. C. LAliiBttltT; Dr. H. LANGTON; 

C. W,l\L.cxwoaTu-PaABn; H . .MoNT; H. R. MoNT; T. U. 
NEWMAN; 1\J. J. N1coLL; C. OLDHAM;· Col. R. E. W ARDuw 

R.t.MaA.Y; C. B. RICKETT; Lord ROTHSCHILD; D. SIITH· 
SanTo (Editor) ; E. FE.t.Sila STANFORD ; C. G. TALBOT­
PoNSONBY; S. L. WonlPEI\; J. WtLIUNSON ; II. F. 
WJTBBaBT ; W. H . WoRKMAN. 

Gue•l• :-A. H. Boaar:a; Col. DELM~-ltADCLirF; C. L. 
FAo.uf; H. G. HoLB; C. B. H oBS&auon. 

Lord RoTnscnJLD described a new subspecies of Ostrich, 
and msde the following remarks :-

The fact that Ostriches inbabited the Syrian Desert and 
Arabia bu been known for a long time- in fact, there are 
aeYeral passages in the Bible relating to tbis bird. 

Some years ago, Mr. J. Aharoni received a number of 
Ostrich eggs from his Arab bunters from tbe Syrian Desert, 
and sent them to Tring. These eggs agree with those of 
the North-African Ostrich in being smooth aud not pitted, 

[JNHI 4tA, 1910.} a \'OL. :Uin. 
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but are m11.ch smaller and more highly polished than those 
of that bird. I at once urged Aharoni to procure for me 
some adult Syrian Ostriches. He managed to procure a. 
pair of nearly full-grown young ones alive, and as soon aa 
they were fully adult he skinned them and sent them to me. 

These birds agree with the so-called Strutl1io camelu 
L inn. in having the neck and legs light red, and they have 
the black and white ( d') and brown ( ~ ) plumage peculiar 
to all Ostriches; but they are distinctly smaller. The bill, 
though not much shorter, is much narrower, while the 
tarsus and tail are distinctly shorter. They have the same 
naked shield on the head as iu S. camelus, but not a horny 
shield as in S . molybdophanes. 

The measurements, as compared with an adult female 
from Northern Nigeria, are as follows:-

<! Syrian Desert. 
TIII'SUS • .. .. • .. • • .. ~ mm. 
Bill from gape • . • • 132 , 

From front of .okull.. 75 , 

T.W .. .. .. .. .. • .. . :lao " 

~ Syrian Desert. 
400 mm. 

111 , 
65 , 

440 " 

~Nigeria. 
680mm. 

140 , 

83 " 
540 " 

Two eggs measure 144x ll2 mm. a.nd 148x 112 mm. and 
are more highly polished than those of the North African 
Ostrich. 13 eggs of the latter are as follows: 175 x 128; 
175 X 126 j 153 X 127; 153 X 127; 153 X 125; 153 X 182; 
153x120; 145x 122; 3 eggs Algeria (Wed Rbin=? Oued 
Rhir), H. B. Tristram, 152 x 128; 142 x 121 ; 142 x 125; 
2 eggs, Tebba, Niger, 155 x 130; 152 x 130. 

Though some of the eggs in this series are even shorter 
tban the Syrian eggs, their great tbicknes11 makes their 
cubic contents still considerably larger. 

In the 'Systema Natnne,' edit. 10, 1758, Linnmus says 
of his Strutllio cameltu, '' Habitat in Syria, Arabia, Lybia, 
Africa." Therefore, as Syria is placed first, according to 
modern nomenclatot-ial ideas, the Syrian Ostrich should be 
the ty{lical Strutllio camelus of Linnmus. However, Linnmns 
does not appear to have described his O$trich from any 
given locality aud, moreover, all the authors whom he 
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quotes, viz., Aldrovanclus, Dodart, Seba, Willoughby, and 
Ray, can only have seen specimens from North Africa. 
On account of this doubt, T therefore think it ach·i$able to 
continue to call the North African Ost•·ich Stmthio camel~s 
L iuu., aucl give a new name to the Syrian bird. 

I therefore name this fot·m 

Struthio camelus syriacus, subsp. nov. 

Type, Syria•\ Desert (J. Aharoni CoiL), in the Tring 
1\lusenm. 

I exhibit eggs of StrufMo camel us came/us Linn., S. camelrt8 
B!friacus Rothscll., S. auatl"alis Gurney, aud S. massaicu1 
Ncum. 

T he following is a key to the males of the five known 
forms of Ost1·iches :-

1. Neek and legs red . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . :4. 
Neck M~ lege le"den blue . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. 4. 

2. IT end ()R top hair)", 11ize large . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S. ma1saicu.8. 
ITead with nalced •hiold . . . .. • . .. .. . . • • . . . 3. 

3. Size lnrgcr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S. came/us camtdtl8. 
Size JS1na11ar . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $. camelr.u sgriatiU. 

4. Si•e larger, top of be~<l hairy : red on front of 
lar.sua reaching 've11 on to larger too . . . . . . S. tw$trali~. 

Six• smaller; IOJ> of bead with horny ebield; 
1ed on front or tal'Sus only reaching end of 
tarsus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S. 1uolybdQJ'tluxtla. 

Key to eggs :-

1. 1~gga smooth, not pitted . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 2. 
Egg• pitted . . . . . .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. .. • .. .. . . . 3. 

2. Eggs larger. uot so highly poliithed . . . . . . . . S. ctr'lnt/us cam~/"*· 
E11gs smaller, higl1ly poH~hod ..... . .... . . , . S. «~.me/us .try,·t'ac''-'· 

3. Egga Closely pitted, pits ~mnller . . . . . . . . . . . . S. "u~tralis. 

F4(gs closely pitted, piU. lar~~ . . . . . • . . . . • . • . S. molyiHWp!tfttMI. 
E21ri with pitting more hea.ttered, pita large . . S. m.a8Mi('us. 

Dr. EaNsl' H.utTERl' exhibitecl specimens of Melanocorypha 
bimaculata and Corv"~ camix collected by Col.l\Icine•-tzhagen, 
with their allietl forms, and commnnieatecl the following 
notes and clescriptious of two new subspecies, on behalf of 
Col. R. )feinertzhagcn:-

-
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